REPORT OF THE FIFTH MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP ON TRANSBOUNDARY HAZE POLLUTION IN THE MEKONG SUB-REGION
25-26 February 2010, Vientiane
INTRODUCTION

1. The Fifth Meeting of the Technical Working Group on Transboundary Haze Pollution in the Mekong Sub-Region (TWG Mekong) was held in Vientiane, Lao PDR on 25-26 February 2010. The Meeting was attended by representatives from Lao PDR, Thailand, Viet Nam and the ASEAN Secretariat. The List of Participants is in ANNEX 1.
2. Mr. Singthong Pathoummady, Assistant Director General, Director of Meteo-Network and Earthquake Division, Department of Meteorology and Hydrology, Lao PDR delivered his Opening Remarks, as in ANNEX 2.

3. The Meeting was chaired by Dr. Nguyen Huu Dzung, Deputy Director General, Forest Protection Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Viet Nam as the Chairman of the TWG Mekong.
Agenda Item 1: 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
4. Mr. Singthong Pathoummady of Lao PDR was elected as Vice Chairman of the Meeting. 
Agenda Item 2: 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
5. The Meeting adopted the Agenda as in ANNEX 3.

Agenda Item 3: 
BUSINESS ARRANGEMENTS
6. The Meeting was held in plenary.

Agenda Item 4: 
REVIEW OF RELEVANT DECISIONS OF RELEVANT ASEAN MEETINGS  

7. The Meeting noted the relevant decisions from the 11th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Environment (AMME) and the 5th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution (COP-5) (29 October 2009, Singapore), as in ANNEX 4. The Meeting also reviewed the outcomes and relevant decisions of the previous TWG Mekong meetings. 
Agenda Item 5: 
REVIEW OF FIRE AND HAZE OCCURRENCES AND FORECAST OF METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS
8. The Meeting noted the report on Review and Outlook of Weather and Haze Conditions from the ASMC, as in ANNEX 5. 
9. The Meeting noted the outlook of regional weather and smoke haze condition from March to June 2010, whereby the prevailing Northeast Monsoon conditions are expected to make way for the Inter-Monsoon by late March to early April 2010. By June 2010, the transition to Southwest Monsoon is expected to bring about wetter weather conditions to the region. Therefore hotspot activities in the sub-region are expected to remain isolated and subdued after the transition into the Southwest Monsoon season. Rainfall is expected to be normal to below-normal for most areas in the Mekong sub-region in the next four months.
10. The Meeting agreed that TWG Mekong Member States should remain vigilant and take serious efforts to prevent and control any fires during this dry season. 
Agenda Item 6: 
UPDATE ON NATIONAL ACTOIN PLANS FOR HAZE CONTROL IN THE CURRENT DRY SEASON
· Lao PDR
11. The Meeting noted the country report presented by Lao PDR, as in ANNEX 6. The Meeting also noted the strategy and efforts taken to reduce shifting cultivation activities in the country.
· Thailand

12. The Meeting noted the country report presented by Thailand, as in ANNEX 7. The Meeting noted Thailand’s experiences in forest fire control, particularly on forest fire suppression in remote areas. 
13. The Meeting noted that the mobilisation of Thailand Mobile Air Quality Monitoring Unit to Lao PDR is scheduled in the third week of March 2010.
· Viet Nam

14. The Meeting noted the country report presented by Viet Nam, as in ANNEX 8. Viet Nam shared with the Meeting the experience of the recent big forest fires in Hoang Lien Mountain and the challenges faced in suppressing the fires. 
Agenda Item 7: 
OUTCOME OF THE Training Workshop on Transboundary Haze Pollution Control 
15. The Meeting noted Thailand’s report on the outcome of the Training Workshop on Transboundary Haze Pollution Control, held on 14-18 December 2009 in Bangkok, Thailand, as in ANNEX 9. 
16. The Meeting noted that the workshop included lectures on meteorological data collection, air quality monitoring, haze forecasting and modeling, health impacts from smoke haze, open burning risk map, forest fire monitoring and control, peatland management, and agricultural waste burning control. The workshop participants also visited the Pollution Control Department, an air quality monitoring station in Bangkok, the Forest Fire Control Unit in Karnjanaburi Province, and the Pilot Project on Agricultural Waste Burning Control in Suphanburi Province. 
17. The Meeting noted and discussed the recommendations of the workshop. The Meeting agreed that specialized/thematic trainings on specific issues, among others, haze forecasting and modeling, air quality monitoring, public awareness raising, and forest fire control should be held involving relevant technical officials in the respective areas. 
18. The Meeting also requested Thailand and the ASEAN Secretariat to work on the translation of training course materials for public awareness and campaign on forest fire prevention into English and further distribute it to the other Member States. 
Action line: Thailand, ASEAN Secretariat
19. The Meeting encouraged all TWG Mekong Member States to submit any relevant proposals to the ASEAN Secretariat for consolidation and further process for funding support from the ASEAN Dialogue Partners or other interested donor agencies. The Meeting noted that the proposals should be submitted following the ASEAN Secretariat Project Brief format, as in ANNEX 10.  
Action line: TWG Mekong Member States, ASEAN Secretariat
Agenda Item 8: 
INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME AND COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIP
8.1.
Japan-Mekong Cooperation Framework

20. The Meeting noted Thailand’s presentation on the Japan-Mekong Cooperation Framework, as in ANNEX 11. The Meeting noted that the First Meeting between the Heads of Governments of Japan and the Mekong region countries (Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam) was held on 6-7 November 2009 in Tokyo, Japan. The meeting came up with the Tokyo Declaration which outlines the shared visions and priority areas among the countries, among others Japan commits more than 500 billion JPY of Official Development Assistance in the next 3 years for the Mekong region. 
21. The Meeting noted that capacity building for the TWG Mekong Member States on fire prevention, mitigation and suppression, and monitoring of hotspots and air quality is still needed, while financial support to implement these activities is still lacking. The Meeting agreed that the Japan-Mekong Cooperation Framework is a possible funding source to support the TWG Mekong activities. While there is no clear mechanism yet for utilization of the funds under this framework, all TWG Mekong Member States are encouraged to submit proposals to the ASEAN Secretariat for consolidation.
22. The Meeting noted that within the last two years, Thailand has put in place a network of air quality monitoring stations in the northern part of the country. Thailand proposed to mobilize its mobile air quality monitoring units to the TWG Mekong Member States in order to obtain a comprehensive air quality data from the whole sub-region. Thailand reiterated that the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Thailand is prepared to cooperate with the other TWG Mekong Member States on the establishment of air quality monitoring stations in the sub-region, however funding support is still required. 
Action Line: TWG Mekong Member States, ASEAN Secretariat
8.2.
IFAD/GEF Project on Rehabilitation and Sustainable Use of Peatland Forests in Southeast Asia
23. The Meeting noted the ASEAN Secretariat’s update on the progress of the IFAD/GEF Project on Rehabilitation and Sustainable Use of Peatland Forests in Southeast Asia, which has commenced on 28 July 2009, as in ANNEX 12. 
Agenda Item 10: 
OTHER MATTERS
24. There were no other matters raised. 
Agenda Item 11:
DATE AND VENUE OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE TWG MEKONG
25. With reference to Myanmar’s offer to host the TWG Mekong meeting made during the 3rd TWG Mekong meeting in June 2009, the Meeting agreed that the ASEAN Secretariat will communicate with Myanmar on its availability to host the 6th TWG Mekong meeting, to be held after the dry season. The Meeting also requested the ASEAN Secretariat to explore with Brunei Darussalam on the possibility to have the 6th TWG Mekong Meeting back to back with the COP-6/12th IAMME meeting in October 2010. The confirmation will be informed later. 
Action line: Myanmar, ASEAN Secretariat
Agenda Item 12: 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT
26. The Meeting adopted the Report of the Fifth Meeting of the Technical Working Group on Transboundary Haze Pollution in the Mekong Sub-Region. 
27. The Meeting requested the ASEAN Secretariat to convey the Report to Cambodia and Myanmar accordingly.

Action line: ASEAN Secretariat
CLOSING
28. The delegations from Thailand, Viet Nam and the ASEAN Secretariat expressed their sincere appreciation to the Government of Lao PDR for the warm hospitality accorded to them and for the excellent arrangements made for the Meeting. 
29. The Meeting was held in the traditional spirit of ASEAN cooperation and cordiality. 
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